
  
 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURE WEEK – MARCH 
17-23 

         National Agriculture Week is celebrated every year 
in March on dates announced by the Agriculture Council 
of America. This year the holiday commences on March 
17th and ends on the 23rd.  
         The week celebrates and acknowledges the 
agricultural industry and the role it plays in stabilizing the 
economy. The holiday gives thanks to the agricultural 
industry for being a source of abundant food, fiber, and 
renewable products. It also provides millions with stable 
jobs and careers – 1 out of every 5 jobs, in the U.S., is 
agriculturally related. It also emphasizes the efforts made 
by those involved in agriculture in providing us the 
necessities that most of us take for granted. 

 

BEEF MANAGEMENT TIPS 
Spring Calving Cow Herd  

• Watch cows and calves closely. Work hard to 
save every calf. Calves can be identified with an ear 
tag while they are young and easy to handle. 
Commercial male calves should be castrated and 

implanted. Registered calves should 
be weighed at birth.  
• Cows that have calved need to be on an 
adequate nutritional level to rebreed. Increase their 
feed after calving. Do not let them lose body 
condition. Keep feeding them until pastures are 
adequate.  
• Do not “rush to grass” although it can be really 
tempting. Be sure that grass has accumulated 
enough growth to support the cow’s nutritional needs 
before depending solely upon it. Cows may walk the 
pastures looking for green grass instead of eating 
dry feed. This lush, watery grass is not adequate to 
support them. Keep them consuming dry feed until 
sufficient grass is available to sustain body condition. 
We’ve spent too much money keeping them in good 
condition to lose it now!  
• Prevent grass tetany! Provide magnesium in the 
mineral mix until daytime temperatures are 
consistently above 60oF. Mineral supplement should 
always be available and contain a minimum of about 
14% magnesium. Make sure that your mineral mix 
also 
contains 
adequate 
selenium, 
copper, 
and zinc. 
You can 
ask your 
feed 
dealer 
about the 
UK Beef IRM High Magnesium Mineral.  
• Make final selection of heifer replacements. 
Strongly consider vaccinating with a modified-live 
BVD vaccine.   
• Purchase replacement bulls at least 30 days 
before the breeding season starts. Have herd bulls 
evaluated for breeding soundness (10-20% of bulls 
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are questionable or unsatisfactory breeders). Get all 
bulls in proper condition (BCS 6) for breeding.  
• If you are going to use artificial insemination 
and/or estrous synchronization, make plans now and 
order needed supplies, semen, and schedule a 
technician.  
• Prebreeding or "turnout" working is usually 
scheduled for late April or May between the end of 
calving season and before the start of the breeding 
season (while cows are open). Consult your 
veterinarian about vaccines and health products your 
herd needs. Decide now on the products needed and 
have handling facilities in good working order. 
Dehorn commercial calves before going to 
pasture.     
Fall Calving Cow Herd  

•    Pregnancy check cows now and cull open ones at 
weaning especially if the open cows are older than 6 
years of age.  

• Re-implant feeders.  
• Consult with your veterinarian about preweaning 

working of the herd.  
• You may let calves creep-graze wheat or rye if it is 

available. Calves will benefit from extra feed until 
spring grass appears.  

• Plan marketing strategy for feeder calves.  
 

Stockers  

• Do not go to pastures too soon, give plants 
some growing time. Then stock at two to three times 
the July rate and rotate rapidly.  
• "Condition" purchased calves prior to grazing. 
They should be processed and fed a conditioning 
diet prior to being placed on pasture. You can also 
use this time to introduce them to electric fences 
used in rotational grazing.  

• Provide a good mineral supplement which contains a 
rumen modifier (Rumensin, Bovatec, etc.) along with 
adequate levels of copper and selenium 

General  

• We have made a muddy mess this winter, so be 
prepared to reseed bare spots. Contact the 
Extension Office is you need information on restoring 
heavy-traffic areas.  

• Make plans to improve hay feeding areas to avoid 
muddy conditions like we have faced this winter. 

Consider geotextile fabric with gravel or concrete 
feeding pads.  

• Prepare for the grazing season. Check fences and 
make necessary repairs. Check your corral, too.   

• Get everything ready to make high quality hay in 
May! Have equipment serviced and spare parts on 
hand.  Order baler twine now. Be prepared to 
harvest an adequate supply of hay when you have 
the opportunity. Re-supply the extra hay that you fed 
out of the barn. This past winter caused most 
producers to exhaust their hay supply, so it is time to 
re-stock.  

• Plan now for fly control ... decide what fly control 
program that you will use but do not put insecticide 
eartags on cattle until fly population appears.  

 

 

PUB OF THE MONTH: “DRONE SPRAYER 
SIZING FOR AGRICULTURAL 
APPLICATIONS” (AEN-174) 

         

Sprayers are essential in agriculture, since they apply 
products that control weeds, pests, and diseases. In 
recent years, drone sprayers have gained popularity due 
to advantages asso ciated with their flexibility in 
application timing, ability to operate without being 
constrained by ground conditions, and ease of 
deployment. 
         Given the growing number of manufacturers and 
the wide range of available sizes, it can be challenging to 
select an optimally sized drone sprayer for a user’s 
specific needs. The optimal drone sprayer size depends 
on various factors, including drone specifications, 
operational parameters, spray capacity in acres per hour, 
desired acreage for treatment, application timeframe, 
and cost considerations. 

         You can download this U.K. publication at: 



https://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AEN/AEN174/AE
N174.pdf   

 

• March 16 – Green River District Beef Show; 
Ohio Co. Park – Livestock Building 

• March 16 – Cowman’s Kind Bull Sale; Ky-TN 
Livestock Market, Guthrie; Noon 

              View sales catalog online :     
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/6d53c4ee14.html  

• March 18 – IRM School; Warren Co. Extension 
Office; Bowling Green; 8:00 a.m. registration  

• March 28 – Italian Ryegrass Control Field Day; 
Caldwell Co. Extension Office,                 
Princeton; 8:30 a.m. till 11:30 a.m.  

• April 4 – Planter School presented by KATS; 
U.K. Research Farm, Princeton; 8:00 a.m. till 
2:00 p.m. 

• April 25 – Spring Fencing School; Graves Co. 
• April 30 – May 1  - Beginning Grazing School; 

Princeton  
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