Ohio County Farm
& Home News

SOUTHERN RUST IN CORN FOUND IN KENTUCKY

The following article is from Dr. Kiersten Wise,
Extension Plant Pathologist with U.K. in Princeton.

Southern rust of corn, caused by the fungus
Puccinia polysora, was confirmed in Kentucky on Au-
gust 8, in Todd County. As of August 8, we have only
confirmed the disease in Todd County, but with our
current weather conducive for disease development, it
will not be surprising to see additional confirmations
across the state.

Southern rust is typically confirmed in mid-July in
Kentucky, so this is a later than normal confirmation, and
much of the corn in Kentucky, particularly western KY, is
likely past the growth stage where there will be a positive
economic benefit of a fungicide application.

Previous research from southern states indicates
that fungicides may be needed to protect yield while corn
is in the tasseling through milk (VT-R3) growth stages.
Once corn is past milk (R3), fungicides are likely not
needed to manage the disease. If fields have already
received a fungicide application this year at
tasseling/silking (VT/R1), they are not likely to need a
second application of fungicide.
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Fields that were sprayed pre-tassel (V10-V14) should be
scouted carefully to determine disease presence and
progression and determine if an additional fungicide
application is needed.

Very late planted fields of high-value corn that is
still pre-tassel should be scouted to determine if the
disease is present before deciding on a fungicide
application. Fungicide application may be beneficial in
certain fields of late-planted corn, but this should be
determined on a case-by-case basis.

More information on timing of fungicide applications
for southern rust can be found in Table 2 of the Crop
Protection Network publication “Southern Rust” which
can be read here:
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/encyclopedia/southern-
rust-of-corn.

The efficacy of specific fungicide products for
southern rust are described in the updated fungicide
efficacy table for management of corn diseases, which is
developed by the national Corn Disease Working Group,
and posted on the Crop Protection Network website:
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/fungicide-
efficacy-for-control-of-corn-diseases.

It will be important to scout and monitor fields over
the next few weeks and submit samples to the Plant
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory (PDDL) through local
County Extension Agents, if you suspect you have
southern rust in a field.

Southern rust is first observed as raised, dusty
orange pustules on the upper surface of the leaf.
Pustules will typically be present only on the upper
surface of the leaf. The disease is easily confused with
common rust, which produces pustules on both sides of
the leaf. Common rust (Puccinia sorghi), can be found
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sporadically in Kentucky corn fields and is not
economically important to manage, so it is important to
distinguish between the two diseases before applying
fungicide. If southern rust is suspected, the fastest way
to get a diagnosis through the PDDL is to submit
samples through County Agents.

Confirmations of southern rust will be posted on the
corn.ipmpipe website here:
https://corn.ipmpipe.org/southerncornrust/. On the map,
red counties/parishes indicate that southern rust has
been confirmed by university/Extension personnel.

SMALL RUMINANT FIELD DAY - SEPT. 16™

September 16, 2023
Marion County Fairgrounds Lebanon, KY 40033

The Central Ky Small Ruminant Association, in
conjunction with the Ky Goat Producers Association and
the Ky Sheep & Wool Producers Association, will host a
“Small Ruminant Field Day at the Marion Co.
Fairgrounds on September 16. The event will run from
9:30 a.m. till 4:00 p.m..

Topics to be discussed include:

Equipment Needs for Sheep/Goats

Rotational Grazing & Hay Testing

Sheep/Goat Conformation

Hoof Trimming
To attend, you must pre-register (so they may plan
for the meal) at
https://www.kysheepandgoat.org/product-page/small-
ruminant-field-day . Registration is $10.

FIELD CROP PEST WORKSHOP — AUGUST 315T

The Kentucky Agriculture Training School (KATS)
will hold a “Field Crop Pest Workshop” on August 31 at
the U.K. Research Farm in Princeton. The program will
run from 7:30 a.m. till 2:00 p.m. CT.

These training schools combine classroom and
hands-on learning to maximize the content presented.
This years’ program will cover:

e Importance of spray droplet size for herbicide
applications
Herbicide symptomology
Fungicide spray application efficacy
Fungicide applications with drones
Tank mixing and adjuvants
U.K. Pesticide Safety Education Program update
and overview
e Diversity and control of stink bugs in crop fields

The KATS programs are open to anyone wanting to
attend. You must pre-register to attend. Registration cost
is $65 and you can pre-register at:
KATSFieldCropPestWorkshop.eventbrite.com

CEU’s are available for Certified Crop advisors, Ky
Pesticide applicators and Tennessee Pesticide
applicators.

UPCOMING
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e August 31 - Field Crop Pest Workshop; U.K.
Research Farm, Princeton;
7:30 a.m. till 2:00 p.m. CT
e September 16 — Small Ruminant Field Day;
Marion Co. Fairgrounds, Lebanon;
9:30 a.m. till 4:00 p.m. ET.
Registration ends Sept. 8th
e September 21 — Beef Bash; U.K./Oran C. Little
Research Farm, Versalilles, KY;
1:00 p.m. till 8:00 p.m. ET

More information about these programs is available by
contacting the Ohio Co. Extension Office at (270)298-
7441,
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